


COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS

OUR VISION

Urban public schools exist to teach students to the highest standards of educational excellence.
As the primary American institution responsible for weaving the strands of our society into a
cohesive fabric, we — the leaders of America’s Great City Schools — see a future where the
nation cares for all children, expects their best, appreciates their diversity, invests in their futures,
and welcomes their participation in the American dream.

The Great City Schools are places where this vision becomes tangible and those ideals are put to
the test. We pledge to commit ourselves to the work of advancing empathy, equity, justice, and
tolerance, and we vow to do everything we can to vigorously resist the forces of ignorance, fear,
and prejudice, as we teach and guide our students. We will keep our commitments, and as we do
and as society supports our endeavors, cities will become the centers of a strong and equitable
nation, with urban public schools successfully teaching our children and building our
communities.

OUR MISSION

It is the special mission of America’s urban public schools to educate the nation’s most diverse
student body to the highest academic standards and prepare them to contribute to our democracy
and the global community.

OUR GOALS
To educate all urban school students to the highest academic standards.

To lead, govern and manage our urban public schools in ways that advance the education of our
children and inspire the public’s confidence.

To build a confident, committed and supportive urban community for raising the achievement of
urban public schoolchildren.



COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS

Executive Committee

2023-2024
OFFICERS
Chair of the Board: Guadalupe Guerrero, Portland Superintendent
Chair-Elect: Marcia Andrews, Palm Beach County School Board
Secretary/Treasurer: Sonja Santelises, Baltimore CEO
Immediate Past-Chair: Kelly Gonez, Los Angeles School Board
MEMBERS

Jerry Almendarez, Santa Ana Superintendent
Jill Baker, Long Beach Superintendent
Sabrina Bazzo, San Diego School Board
Brandon Craig, Cincinnati School Board
Valerie Davis, Fresno School Board
Stephanie Elizalde, Dallas Superintendent
Lewis Ferebee, District of Columbia Chancellor
Joe Gothard, St. Paul Superintendent
Shavonna Holman, Omaha School Board
Jesus Jara, Clark County Superintendent
Rodney Jordan, Norfolk School Board
Roger Ledn, Newark Superintendent
Alex Marrero, Denver Superintendent
Christina Martinez, San Antonio School Board
Diane Porter, Jefferson County School Board
Mary Skipper, Boston Superintendent
Joyce Wilkerson, Philadelphia School Board
Stacey Woolley, Tulsa School Board
Vacancy
Vacancy

Ex Officio
Deborah Shanley, Brooklyn College School of Education
Sharon Contreras, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, College
of Education
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ADDRESS

FY 2023-24

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL

OFFICERS:
GUERRERO, GUADALUPE

ANDREWS, MARCIA

SANTELISES, SONJA

GONEZ, KELLY

MEMBERS:
ALMENDAREZ, JERRY

BAKER, JILL

BAZZO, SABRINA

CRAIG, BRANDON

DAVIS, VALERIE

ELIZALDE, STEPHANIE

Portland Public Schools
501 North Dixon Street
Portland, OR 97212

Palm Beach Cty Public Schls
3300 Forest Hill Blvd. Ste C-316
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Baltimore City Public Sch
200 E North Ave Rm 405
Baltimore, MD 21202

Los Angeles Unified SD
333 South Beaudry Ave
Board Room

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Santa Ana Unified School District
1601 East Chestnut Avenue
Santa Ana CA 92701-6322

Long Beach Unified SD
1515 Hughes Way
Room 332

Long Beach, CA 90810

San Diego Unified School District
4100 Normal Street
San Diego, CA 92103

Cincinnati Public Schools
P.O. Box 5381
Cincinnati, OH 45201-5381

Fresno Unified Sch Dist
2309 Tulare Street
Fresno, CA 93721

Dallas Independent Sch Dist
5151 Samuel Boulevard
Dallas, TX 75228

District (503) 916-3200
Cell (503) 351-3098

District (561)434-8139
Cell (561) 385-3803

District (410) 396-8803

District (213) 241-7002
Cell (818) 577-8575

District (562) 997-8242
Cell (562) 896-9746

District (619) 725-7076
Cell (619) 540-6307

District (513) 363-0070

District (559) 457-3727
Cell (559) 801-2216

District (972) 925-3200

gguerrero@pps.net
cpitman s.net

marcia.andrews@palmbeachschools.org

angela.santacruz@palmbeachschools.org

SBSantelises@bcps.k12.md.us
ClLLewis@bcps.k12.md.us
nspencer@bcps.k12.md.us

kelly.gonez@Ilausd.net
rosemary.duff@lausd.net
megan.vandenbos@Iausd.net

Jerry.Almendarez@SAUSD.US

jpaker@Ilbschools.net

shazzo@sandi.net

craibra@cpsboe.k12.0h.us

valerie.davis@fresnounified.org
Gina.Moya@fresnounified.org

selizalde@dallasisd.org
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ADDRESS

FY 2023-24

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL

FEREBEE, LEWIS D.

GOTHARD, JOE

HOLMAN, SHAVONNA

JARA, JESUS

JORDAN, RODNEY

LEON, ROGER

MARRERO, ALEX

MARTINEZ, CHRISTINA

PORTER, DIANE

SKIPPER, MARY

WILKERSON, JOYCE S.

STACEY WOOLLEY

District of Columbia PS
1200 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002

St. Paul Public Schools
360 Colborne St. 5th Fl
St. Paul, MN 55102-3299

Omaha Public Schools
3215 Cuming Street
Omaha, NE 68131

Clark County School Dist
5100 West Sahara Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89146

Norfolk Public Schools
800 E. City Hall Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

Newark Public Schools
765 Broad Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Denver Public Schools
1860 Lincoln Street
Denver, CO 80203

District (202) 442-5885

District (651) 767-8150
Cell (612) 965-4838

District (531) 299-0220
Cell (402) 681-4931

District (702) 799-5310

Cell (407) 516-5939

District (757) 769-8680 x230

Cell (973) 735-4431

Cell (720) 595-7866

San Antonio Independent School D District (210) 554-2289

514 W. Quincy Street
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Jefferson County PS
3332 Newburg Road
Louisville, KY 40232

Boston Public Schools
2300 Washington Street
Roxbury, , MA 02119

The Sch Dist of Philadelphia
440 N. Broad St. Ste 101
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Tulsa Public Schools
3027 South New Haven Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114

District (502) 485-3566

District (617) 635-9050

District (215) 400-5118
Cell (215) 964-4261

District (918) 746-6800
Cell (918) 949-1885

lewis.ferebee@k12.dc.gov

joe.gothard@spps.org

sholman2@unl.edu

jarajf@nv.ccsd.net

riordan@npsk12.com

rleon@nps.k12.nj.us

alex_marrero@dpsk12.net

cmartinezl@saisd.net

porterschoolboard@gmail.com

mskipper@bostonpublicschools.org

jsw@philasd.org

joycewilkerson@gmail.com

woollst@tulsaschools.org
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FY 2023-24
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
SHANLEY, DEBORAH Brooklyn College School of Educatit Cell (203) 917-0818 dshanley@brooklyn.cuny.edu
James Hall
2900 Bedford Ave.
Bronx, NY 11210
CONTRERAS, SHARON College of Education Cell (770) 500-0547 slcontreras90@gmail.com

North Carolina A & T State U.
1601 E Market St.
Greensboro, NC 27411
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COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS
Board of Directors (January 2024)

CITY SUPERINTENDENTS BOARD MEMBERS
Albuquerque Scott Elder Yolanda Montoya-Cordova
Anchorage Jharrett Bryantt Margo Bellamy

Arlington Steven Wurtz Melody Fowler

Atlanta Danielle Battle Erika Mitchell

Aurora Michael Giles Debra Gerkin

Austin Matias Segura David Kauffman
Baltimore Sonja Santelises Khalilah Slater Harrington
Birmingham Mark Sullivan Neonta Williams

Boston Mary Skipper Michael O’Neill
Bridgeport Carmela Levy-David Bobbi Brown

Broward County Peter Licata Allen Zeman

Buffalo Tonja Williams Sharon Belton-Cottman
Charleston Anita Huggins N/A
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Crystal Hill TBD

Chicago Pedro Martinez Jianan Shi

Cincinnati Iranetta Wright Brandon Craig

Clark County Jesus Jara Evelyn Garcia Morales
Cleveland Warren Morgan Denise Link

Columbus Angela Chapman Jennifer Adair

Dallas Stephanie Elizalde Sarah Weinberg

Dayton David Lawrence Chrisondra Goodwine
Denver Alex Marrero Xéchitl Gaytan

Des Moines lan Roberts Kimberly Martorano
Detroit Nikolai Vitti Angelique Peterson-Mayberry

District of Columbia
Duval County

East Baton Rouge

El Paso

Fayette County

Fort Worth

Fresno

Guilford County
Hawaii Department of Education
Hillsborough County
Houston
Indianapolis

Jackson

Jefferson County
Kansas City

Little Rock

Long Beach

Los Angeles
Memphis-Shelby County
Miami-Dade County
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
Nashville

New Orleans

Lewis Ferebee
Dana Kriznar
Sito Narcisse
Diana Sayavedra
Demetrus Liggins
Angélica Ramsey
Robert Nelson
Whitney Oakley
Keith Hayashi
Van Ayres

Mike Miles
Aleesia Johnson
Errick Greene
Martin Pollio
Jennifer Collier
Jermall Wright
Jill Baker
Alberto Carvalho
Tutonial Williams
José Dotres
Keith Posley
Rochelle Cox
Adrienne Battle
Avis Williams

N/A

Darryl Willie
Carla Powell

Israel Irrobali
Tyler Murphy
Camille Rodriguez
Valerie Davis
Bettye Jenkins
Capsun Poe

Henry Washington
Rolando Martinez
Diane Arnold
Barbara Hilliard
Diane Porter
Kandace Buckner
Michael Mason
Douglas Otto
Kelly Gonez
Kevin Woods
Steve Gallon
Marva Herndon
Ira Jourdain
Berthena Nabaa-McKinney
Olin Parker



New York City
Newark
Norfolk
Oakland
Oklahoma City
Omaha

Orange County
Palm Beach County
Philadelphia
Phoenix Union
Pinellas County
Pittsburgh
Portland
Providence
Puerto Rico
Richmond
Rochester
Sacramento

St. Louis

St. Paul

San Antonio
San Diego

San Francisco
Santa Ana
Seattle

Toledo

Tulsa

Washoe County
Wichita
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County

David Banks
Roger Ledn
Sharon Byrdsong
Kyla Johnson-Trammell
Sean McDaniel
Matthew Ray
Maria Vazquez
Mike Burke
Tony Watlington
Thea Andrade
Kevin Hendrick
Wayne Walters
Guadalupe Guerrero
Javier Montafiez
Yanira Raices Vega
Jason Kamras
Carmine Peluso
Lisa Allen
Keisha Scarlett
Joe Gothard
Jaime Aquino
Lamont Jackson
Matt Wayne
Jerry Almendarez
Brent Jones
Romules Durant
Ebony Johnson
Susan Enfield
Kelly Bielefeld
Tricia McManus

N/A

Hasani Council
Rodney Jordan
Sam Davis

Paula Lewis
Shavonna Holman
Teresa Jacobs
Marcia Andrews
Joyce Wilkerson
Naketa Ross

Carol Cook

Sala Udin

Andrew Scott
Erlin Rogel

N/A

Stephanie Rizzi
Cynthia Elliott
Christina Pritchett
Antionette Cousins
Jim Vue

Christina Martinez
Sabrina Bazzo
Mark Sanchez
Katelyn Brazer Aceves
Liza Rankin

Polly Taylor-Gerkin
Stacey Woolley
Elizabeth Smith
Stan Reeser
Deanna Kaplan



COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS
Staff

Raymond Hart, Executive Director
Michael Casserly, Strategic Advisor
Teri Trinidad, Director of Administration, Finance & Conferences
Alisa Adams, Finance Manager
Marilyn Banks, Administrative Assistant
Michell Yorkman, Manager of Conferences and Partnerships
Alexis Vann, Manager of Conferences
Gregory Bacon, Administrative and Conference Specialist
Manish Naik, Director of Legislation
Moses Palacios, Manager of Legislative Services
Mary Stablein Lawson, General Counsel
Gabriela Uro, Director of ELL Policy & Research
David Chi-Wai Lai, Special Projects Manager
Alka Pateriya, Director of Strategy and Partnerships
Delisa Nuriez, Partnership Specialist
Tonya Harris, Director of Communications
Joanne Coley, Communications Manager
Kalin Hicks, Communications Specialist
Akisha Osei Sarfo, Director of Research
Chester Holland, Research Manager
Brian Garcia, Research Manager
Eric Vignola, Manager of Software Engineering
Nicole Mancini, Chief of Academics
Denise Walston, Chief of Curriculum
Robin Hall, Chief of Schools
Farah Assiraj, Chief of Teaching and Learning
Ricki Price-Baugh, Senior Advisor
Willie Burroughs, Director of Management Services
Robert Carlson, Senior Advisor for Management Services
AJ Crabill, Director of Governance
Cindy Elsbernd, Governance Manager
Michael Hinojosa, Superintendent in Residence
Amanda Corcoran, Special Projects Manager
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